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or following the easier path laid down for them by Gait
Miss Ferrier. The three berserks of " Maga " all attempted the BfafamJ
historical romance or the Scottish domestic novel, or both. &*&
Lockhart's versatility enabled him to register two successes, in
Adam Blair and Matthew Wald, after his failure in Valerius
(1821) at a novel of Romano-British history. The Ettrick
Shepherd gave up the competition with Scott, after The Brownie
of Bodsbeck (1818), a tale of the Covenanters; but achieved one
powerful story that stands out somewhat incongruously from the
rest of the group. John Wilson's contribution was a complete
fiasco. The two dozen tales and sketches collected under the
title of Lights and Shadows of Scottish Life (1822) and The
Trials of Margaret Lindsay (1823) have more than his wonted
sentimentality but little of the truth or the natural humour of the
genre. The author of the Noctes and the Recreations of Christopher
North was not a novelist. Moir's friend, Andrew Picken (1788-
1833), won temporary applause with his Tales and Sketches
of the West Coast of Scotland (1824) and a respectable novel of
domestic life, The Dominie's Legacy (1830), but did not live to
improve upon this. Other members of the Blackwood coterie
who made a noise at the time with at least one book were
the Rev. George Robert Gleig (1796-1888), Captain Thomas
Hamilton (1789-1842), and Michael Scott (1789-1835); but
their work comes into a different category from the foregoing.
Gleig served in the Peninsular War, afterwards becoming chaplain
of the forces; and his novel, The Subaltern (1828), is fiction
compounded out of his own reminiscences. There is more
imagination and more thought in Hamilton's rambling and very
miscellaneous story, loftily entitled, The Youth and Manhood of
Cyril Thornton (1827), which also consists in part of reminiscences
of the Peninsular War. But the one of the Blackwood set who
was hailed by the few who knew his literary prowess as a wizard
and a magician, and fit to hold a candle to Sir Walter, was the
latter's namesake, Michael Scott.
Moir was impressed by the modesty of the man. Michael Micbetl
Scott stuck to business, as a Glasgow merchant managing big Stiff
estates in Jamaica, till he was middle-aged. Then he contributed
his two novels, Tom Cringle's Log and The Cruise of the Midge>